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1. RESEARCH TOPIC 
There has been several studies conducted in the field of political discourse analysis from a 
cognitive linguistic perspective (see Lakoff 1996; Cienki 2005; Charteris–Black 2004 és 2005; 
Verhagen 2005; Chiang & Chiu 2007; Lu 2008; Lu&Ahreens 2008; Musolff, 2012), but not on 
Hungarian corpora (except for Kövecses 2009). I seek to start filling this niche by discovering 
the concept of the STATE. I look at it as a complex (see Semino 2005) concept, as it includes – 
according to the Hungarian dictionary1: 
• the entity itself, and its form of administration (Magyarország, Magyar Köztársaság, 
Magyar Népköztársaság) 
• the territory (ország, haza – country) 
• the people (lakosság, népesség, nemzet, nép, polgárok… – inhabitants, nation, 
citizens…) 
 
2. INITIAL OBSERVATION AND RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
Translation exam papers and yearly presidential speeches seemed to indicate the STATE is not 
conceptualized as a FAMILY in Hungary (cf. Lakoff 1996, see Farkas 2012a). How do we 
conceptualize our STATE, if we do not use the family scenario? Can we observe historical 
changes? If there are any, what are the triggers and the defining factors? 
 
3. HYPOTHESIS 
1. The theoretical background of cognitive linguistics in empirical research is suitable to 
examine the concept of the STATE and its cultural features. 
2. As the STATE is an abstract concept, it is not directly accessible, and we use metonymy 
and metaphor as tools to understand the concept and create its idealized cognitive 
model (ICM). 
3. The cultural environment – with ideologies in it – affect the linguistic elements that 
play a role in constructing the concept of the STATE.  
                                                 
1 Magyar értelmező kéziszótár, Akadémia Kiadó, 2006 – állam 
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4. Online, real-time linguistic and non-linguistic influences lead to changes in the concept 
of the STATE. 
5. In argumentative speech delivered with the aim of persuasion, the meaning focus 
supported by cognitive schema(s) define the feelings associated with the concept of the 
STATE, and examining the conceptual frames helps to disclose the rhetorical objectives. 
 
4. CORPUS 
The corpus includes presidential inaugural speeches2 delivered between the first independent 
government after the compromise within the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, and the latest 
election (1867–2014), spanning almost 150 years. The size of the corpus exceeds two million 
characters (three hundred thousand words). 
 
5. METHODOLOGY 
The primary method used was Political Discourse Analysis (see Musolff 2016), which is a 
mixture of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA, see Fairclough 1995) and Cognitive Metaphor 
Theory (CMT, see Lakoff and Johnson 1980). 
Upon close reading, I identified the text parts with reference to the concept of the state, and 
identified (1) the possible metaphorical source domains in case of conceptual metaphors, (2) 
acts and attributes in connection with personification, (3) words referring to the STATE or its 
parts, and (4) word compounds and phrases including the word state.  
I also examined the context (history, ideologies, cultural or personal aspects), and looked at 
ways it might affect the conceptualization.  
I listed the findings in line with the four research angles identified above, then took a diachronic 
perspective, and since the most common conceptual metaphor proved to be the STATE IS A 
PERSON, I looked at the findings from this angle as well. 
 
                                                 
2http://www3.arcanum.hu/onap/opt/a101223.htm?v=pdf&a=start, downloaded August 2012 
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6. RESULTS 
The prototypical (and idealized) STATE concept depicts a PERSON DOING A PURPOSEFUL 
ACTIVITY. This activity is usually an effort to progress towards a goal. Image schemas relying 
on everyday human experience and metaphorical implications play an important role in 
confirming this concept. 
Historical context and ruling ideologies have a strong affect, often determining how much 
specific source domains will be used, and what will be the differences in the main meaning 
focus (for example, whether the foundation of a building or building as an act is highlighted, 
or whether the focus is on the journey’s circumstances, direction or destination). 
The meaning of concepts can change in relation to context: the same Hungarian word 
(democracy) may have different references for diverse subcultures within society, and certain 
meanings may deviate from the dictionary definition. 
Some metaphors are specific to a time period (NATION BODY), and the use of metonymy (for 
example, FORM OR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE STATE) can also be time-specific. 
A so-called ‘reverse speech’ phenomenon can be observed, stressing on what is not present or 
real (unity, strength, democracy), and disregarding what is present or real (bondage). 
 
7. ADDITIONAL RESEARCH 
I conducted additional research (Farkas 2014) on another text-type, the constitutions (of 1949, 
1989 and 2012), using the same method used by Chiang and Chiu (2007), who combined 
critical metaphor analysis (Charteris-Black 2004) with grammatic metaphor analysis 
(Halliday 1985).  
I also initiated a research with questionnaires to see whether or not the concept of the STATE I 
have looked at historically in political discourse matches the conceptualization people now 
have. 
Further, comparable corpus research was conducted with regards to two other languages: 
English (in press) and Chinese (see Kou and Farkas 2014). 
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8. CONCLUSIONS 
The framework of cognitive linguistics and the method of political discourse analysis makes 
the thorough examination of the text and its wider context (historical, personal, cultural 
aspects) possible. 
The main meaning focus triggers the selection of conceptual tools (metaphor, metonymy, or a 
mixture of these). 
Ideology seems to be the most important contextual factor in the meaning construction 
process. 
Certain source domains (e.g. EXISTENCE) may also be abstract, but they can serve as vehicles 
to understand other abstract concepts (the STATE), because of embodiment.  
 
9. POSSIBLE FURTHER RESEARCH DIRECTIONS 
It would be worth to conduct further research on how elements of the compound concept (the 
STATE) relate to one another (e.g. the country and the nation). The tool of conceptual integration 
(see Fauconnier and Turner 2002) could also be examined with reference to unique expressions 
and metaphor combinations. 
The concept of the state could be examined in additional languages and cultures. 
The research with questionnaires could be continued and extended. 
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